XII. Observations on Dracontia; Communicated by the Rev. John Bathurst Deane, M.A., F.S.A., in a Letter to Henry Ellis, Esq. F.R.S., Secretary by Deane, John Bathurst
188
XII. Observations on Dracontia; Communicated by the Rev. JOHN
BATHURST DEANE, M.A., F.S.A., in a Letter to HENRY ELLIS,
Esq. F.R.S., Secretary.
Read 13th December, 1832.
The first stone of the Temple of Carnac, and the Cross on the opposite side of the road.
MY DEAR SIR,
T H E introductions which you kindly procured for me to the Authorities in
Britany having enabled me, through the assistance of Mr. Vicars, a profes-
sional surveyor of Exeter, to complete a Plan of the Druidical Temple of
Carnac, I have great pleasure in requesting you to lay it before the Society
of Antiquaries, together with the following Observations on Dracontia. In
these observations there is little of novelty ; but I have adopted this method
of introducing my remarks upon Carnac, because by it I can convey with
greater ease and clearness my sentiments on the figure and dedication of this
Sanctuary.
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Of all histories the most interesting is the religious history of mankind;
and, the more nearly a superstition approaches to the truth, the more ani-
mating is the research, and the more gratifying the discoveries which result
from it. Such a fascination I have felt in the worship of the SERPENT ; and
in the pursuit of some further architectural evidences of its prevalence in
the ancient world, I visited and explored the monuments of Carnac. The
result of my inquiries I now offer to the Society, in the humble hope that
the zeal which induced me to undertake the task, may atone for the imper-
fections which attend its execution.
I. The first worshippers of GOD adored Him in a temple " made without
hands," bowing down- before His throne under the canopy of heaven : and
the first idolaters in like manner bent the knee to Baal in roofless sanctua-
ries. Whether there was any mystery contained in this practice, or whether
it may be attributed to the infancy of the arts, when architecture was too
feeble to lift the massy dome upon the unhewn column, I will not stop to
enquire. Nothing is more obvious than the gradual improvement of archi-
tecture ; and nothing more natural than that the primitive worshipper
should desire to behold the God of his adoration "face to face," without
even a cloud to intercept his eye from the place of His imagined abode.
The first temples were therefore open to the heavens.
But there is another peculiarity of these primitive sanctuaries which de-
serves to be noticed. They were inclosed by no walls, and terminated by
no portals, they were as open to the earth around, as to the heavens above
them : so that whether we look for the primitive temple in the Solar Circle,
or the parallelitha of the Dracontium, we shall perceive the same features,
pillar after pillar placed at intervals, singly and independently, yet with a
view to one constant principle. Of the mystic character of these columns
much curious information has been preserved in history. They were all
supposed to be individually animated by an emanation of the Deity to whose
honour they were raised. It seems probable that, at first, they were erected
singly, and afterwards grouped to form temples. Some such notion seems
to be implied in the 28th chapter of Genesis, where the patriarch Jacob is
represented as erecting a pillar to Jehovah. The passage is remarkable:
" Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he said, Surely the Lord is in this place
and I knew it not! And he was afraid, and said, How dreadful is this place!
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This is none other but the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven!
And Jacob rose up early in the morning and took the stone that he had put
for his pillow, and set it up for a pillar, and poured oil upon the top of it.
And he called the name of that place Beth-El."
Here we observe that the open place upon which the patriarch stood is
called " the house of God; and he erects a pillar to mark the spot. These
circumstances may imply either that temples were at that time unknown, or
that they were formed by an enclosure of pillars.
The Church of God, however, did not worship in temples until Solomon
built the first temple in Jerusalem. Whether this action of Jacob gave rise
to the custom of erecting the pillars called by the Greeks " Baitulia;" or
whether, from a custom well known in those ages, the patriarch borrowed the
idea of his action, may be doubtful. It is evident, however, that Baitulia is
the same word as Beth-El; for the same mystery was involved in both ; they
were both supposed to be symbols of the Divine Presence.
The heathen Baitulia were thought to be animated by the God to whom
they were consecrated. Sanchoniathon says, that " Ouranus invented them,
having made stones which possessed life." The Rocking Stones of the
Druids may have been designed to perpetuate the same superstition ; but
the notion was extended, by vulgar credulity, to the stationary pillars of
their temples. Thus, in every country some tale of metamorphosis is in-
variably connected with them. It is a common tradition in England that
the stones composing the Druidical Circles were once human beings, and
petrified in the mazes of a dance. Stonehenge was thus called " The Dance
of the Giants :" Rowldrich, in Oxfordshire, is supposed to have been a king
and his nobles: Stanton-Drew, in Somersetshire, was a company at a wed
ding : " Long Meg and her daughters," in Cumberland ; and the " Hurl-
ers," in Cornwall, are immortalized by similar fables. In like manner we
read in ancient fables, of " the stones which danced round Orpheus and.
Amphion," these being no other than solar circles of the Druidical struc-
ture, as may be proved by comparing the account of Pausanias with the
ascertained theory of the solar temples.
Consistently with these analogies, we are also told by the devout peasants
of Britany, that the stones of Carnac are the soldiers of an army petrified by
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St. Cornelius; while others maintain that they are inhabited by supernatural
dwarfs !
All these superstitions probably originated in the animated Baitulia, The
worshippers of the Sun made their Baitulia in a conical form, to represent a
pencil of solar rays; and a circular collection of such stones very appropri-
ately represented the sun's disk.
Of this kind are the circular temples of the Druids. They were all dedi-
cated to the Sun, and described his figure: the pillars of which they are
composed being generally of a pyramidal or conical form.
I am aware that many learned antiquaries incline to ascribe some astro-
nomical mystery to these circles, such as the symbolization of days, months,
and years -, and some have gone so far as to conceive them to be the repre-
sentations of Constellations, or of the Zodiac. But I apprehend that the
more simple the theory in which we indulge respecting the recondite allu-
sions of a religion which possessed no letters/ and left few hieroglyphics, the
more nearly are we likely to approach the truth. Of one thing, at least, I
am persuaded, that the astronomical theorist will find it necessary to change
his opinion with almost every temple which he visits, no two agreeing in the
exact number of stones required to represent the given idea. And it is
scarcely probable that so many varieties of design should enter into the
formation of the sanctuaries of a religion so pure and simple and ele-
mentary.
This improbability increases when we consider that in almost every reli-
gion with which we are acquainted, the figure of the temple is the hierogram
of its GOD.
The hierogram of the Sun was a Circle; the temples of the Sun were cir-
cular. The Arkites adored the personified Ark of Noah; their temples were
built in the form of a Ship. The Ophites adored a Serpent-deity ; the temple
assumed the figure of a Serpent. And, to come more home to our own
times and feelings, the Christian retains a remnant of the same idea when
he builds his churches in the form of a CROSS ; the cross being at once the
symbol of his creed and the hierogram of his GOD.
a Much ingenuity has been displayed by learned and ardent men on what are called " The
Ogham Characters," but I confess myself to be among those who require more proof th&l they were
not simply hieroglyphics.
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The Ophite hierogram, which furnished the pattern of the Dracontium,
was variously delineated. The most common form was the Serpent passing
through a globe or circle ; or, two serpents issuing from it in opposite direc-
tions. The Globe was occasionally decorated with wings, but in building
Dracontia the wings were omitted : at least, no alate Dracontia have as
yet been discovered. Much ingenuity has been exercised by Kircher to
account for the origin of this hierogram. He supposes that Hermes Tris-
megistus was the inventor of it. This person was probably high priest of
the Egyptian God Thoth, or Thrice Great Hermes, and assumed his name
in compliance with the common custom of the religion.
According to his interpretation, the Globe typified the simple Essence of
God, which he called the FATHER, or the FIRST MIND, or the SUPREME
WISDOM. The Serpent emerging from the globe was the " vivifying power
of God," which called all things into existence : this he named the WORD.
The Wings implied " the moving or penetrative principle of God," which
pervaded all things ; this is LOVE. The whole of the tripartite emblem thus
defined, represented the Supreme Being in his character of the Designer, the
Creator, and the Preserver}*
Without contradicting an hypothesis so ingenious and serviceable, I can-
not help thinking that it approaches too nearly to Evangelical truth to be
the conceit of an Egyptian priest. A more simple origin would agree better
with the simplicity of primitive idolatry. If, therefore, I may be allowed to
venture a conjecture, I should imagine that the hierogram of the Circle and
Serpent, was compounded of two hierograms, that of the Sun, and that of
the Serpent: originally independent of each other, but subsequently united.
For there were unquestionably two original, distinct idolatries, Heliolatreia
and Ophiolatreia, which in the process of time were merged into one, and
became the worship of APOLLO. The legend of Apollo taking possession of
the temple of Python at Delphi, alludes to the subversion of the worship of
the Serpent by the worshippers of the Sun ; but that the original Ophiola-
treia was not annihilated on this occasion, appears from the retention of the
Pythian priestess, the Dracontic tripod, and the live serpents which were
kept in the adyta of the temple. The dominant religion in every country
has adopted some of the usages of the superseded ritual; and the victors
b Kircher, Pamph. Obel. 399.
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have uniformly planted the standard of their faith on the sacred places of
the vanquished. Thus when the Sun (or his votaries) obtained possession
of Delphi, he built a circular temple upon the ruins of Python, as we may
infer from the language of Homer's hymn to Apollo, where he says that,
Trophonius having laid the threshold stone, a multitude of labourers built a
temple round it.—'Ajx<pj Se vyov eva<r<ra.v.
In Christian countries also, the adoption of the rites, and not unfrequently
the superstitions, of the local religion is observable. Thus in Britany much
of Ophiolatreia mingles with the Christianity of the peasantry; and in Rome
the customs, and occasionally the creed, of the Imperial times has been
adopted by the Papal. In almost every old city of Christendom, we may
also remark, that the Christian church is built upon the site of a heathen
temple : as if it were a postulate of natural religion that a spot once set apart
for religious uses should be consecrated for ever.
Hence 1 infer that the votaries of the Sun, having taken possession of an
Ophite temple, adopted some of its rites, and thus in process of time arose
the compound religion whose God was named Apollo. In coincidence with
this conjecture is the derivation of this word. It is compounded of OPH,
the Serpent deity, and EL, the Sun. OPHEL, accordingly, is very generally
found to be the god of the countries where the worship of APOLLO pre-
vailed.0
A subsidiary argument is the universal hostility which existed between
the votaries of tire two superstitions; in consequence of which, the worship-
pers of the Serpent were continually exposed to the violence of the children
of the Sun : " the Sun'' and " the Serpent" being the Good and Evil Genius.
This hostility may be traced in Persia, in India, in Greece, in Mexico, and
in Peru : in all of which countries the worshippers of the Sun prevailed over
and nearly exterminated those of the Serpent. In Colonel Tod's history of
Rajasthan, we have an account of the persecutions which the Takshacs
(snake-worshippers) experienced from the rest of their countrymen: and
the Indian mythology is full of the enmity of the children of Surya (the Sun)
against the followers of Budh (the Serpent).
The constant enmity of the rival religions is strikingly illustrated by the
Etruscan Vases found on the estate of Canino in Italy, and described in the
c Bryant, Anal. 2, passim.
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twenty-third volume of the Archaeologia. Upon several of these vases are
depicted contending warriors, some of whose shields are charged with the
device of an Eagle, the symbol of the children of Surya, while others bear
the Serpent, the emblem of Budh : and these are invariably opposed to each
other ; the Eagle being generally, if not always, victorious.
The hierogram of the Circle and Serpent may therefore be the hiero-
glyphic of the God OPHEL, whose worship originated in the union of the
idolatries of the Sun and Serpent. Temples built after this pattern were
called DRACONTIA : a name which is singularly expressive of their form, if
the derivation suggested to me by an ingenious friend d be permitted. Ac-
cording to this interpretation, Dracon would imply JiN-IJTT (Derech-on),
" an avenue of the Sun." The worshippers of the Sun would eagerly con-
vert the windings of the Serpent into avenues to the Circle; while at the
same time the Ophite would as readily translate Dracon into a " Dragon,'"
or Great Serpent. Each perversion would flatter the ascendancy of its own
superstition.
In strict coincidence with this theory, is the remark of Servius, in his Com-
mentary on Virgil, iEneid. ii. v. 240, where he distinguishes the uses of the
words, anguis, serpens, and draco, confining the latter to temples. " Angues
aquarum sunt, serpentes terrarum, et Dracones templorum." The word
draco, originally signifying " an avenue of the Sun," would, in common lan-
guage, soon become the cognomen of a large Serpent, from the figure of
such temples, which were as Ovid accurately describes them,
" FACTASUE DE SAXO LONGI SIMULACHRA DRACONIS."
The true Dracontic hierogram thus originating, became a symbol of con-
secration so general as to remain even upon temples long after the Ophite
worship was exterminated. Thus Persius, in speaking of a place set apart
from profane and indecent uses, writes :
Pinge duos angues. Pueri, sacer est locus.—Sat. i. 113.
The portals of all the Egyptian temples are decorated with the same
hierogram of the Circle and Serpent. We find it also upon the temple of
Naki Rustan in Persia; upon the triumphal arch at Pekin in China; over
the gates of the great temple of Chandi Sewu in Java; upon the walls of
d
 The Rev, George Andrews, Vicar of Sutton, Berks.
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Athens, and in the temple of Minerva at Tegea : for the Medusa's head,
so common in Grecian sanctuaries, is nothing more than the Ophite hiero-
gram, with its circle filled up by a human face ; as exhibited in the accom-
panying plate. (See PI.XIX.) Even Mexico, remote as it was from the ancient
world, has preserved, with Ophiolatreia, its universal symbol. The Mexican
hierogram is formed by the intersecting of two great Serpents, which describe
the circle with their bodies, and have each a human head in its mouth. Many
other resemblances to this symbol are scattered through the religious hiero-
glyphic pictures preserved in Lord Kingsborough's splendid collection.
The Ophite hierogram, when filled up with a human countenance, was
called the Gorgon, and was sacred to Minerva; but when the serpents are
twined about a winged rod, it is the Caduceus of Mercury : the talismanic
character being preserved in each.
II. Having now, by these preliminary observations, defined the nature
and object of a DRACONTIUM, I will proceed to mention the principal temples
in Britain which may be included in this class: before I enter more parti-
cularly into the description of the Dracontium of Carnac, which is the ulti-
mate point of all these remarks.
The Dracontia which I have visited in England are of different orders,
embracing almost every variation of the Ophite hierogram.
The most magnificent in Britain was that of Abury in Wiltshire; the
most extensive that of Shap in Westmorland. Stanton Drew in Somerset-
shire, and the temples on Dartmoor, in Devon, are smaller but more per-
fect. All these vary in actual figure, but agree in general analogy. The
temple of Callernish, in the island of Lewis, was supposed by Stukeley to be
a Dracontium ; but, if so, it belonged to the second order of the Dracontia,
having only a circle at one end, and none in the centre.
Besides these, there appear to have-been several others, which either were
never completed or have been so ruined as to present very few traces of the
Serpent temple. Arbelow, in Derbyshire, which has a mound and vallum
exactly similar to Abury, with two openings corresponding to those of that
celebrated Dracontium, was probably a temple of the same kind. There are
vestiges of stones in the two gaps which appear very like the commence-
ment of the two avenues.
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1. ABURY. The Dracontium of Abury has been so elaborately investigated
by Dr. Stukeley, and so accurately measured by Sir Richard Colt Hoare,
that it would be superfluous to enter into a minute description of it. Abury
was a temple of the first class of Dracontia, where one serpent appears to be
passing through a globe, or circle. The area of the great circle is 28 acres,
17 perches; the lengths of the serpentine avenues, a mile on each side of
the circle. The number of stones in the great circumference was a hun-
dred ; within which were two double small circles, the outer containing
30, and the inner 12 stones. In the centre of one of these was a group of
three stones; in the centre of the other an obelisk 21 feet long and 8 feet
9 inches wide. The avenues consisted of 200 each, and the head of the
serpent was composed of two concentric ovals, the outer having 40, and the
inner 18 stones. The total number of stones constituting the temple was
646, or perhaps 650. Of these there remain so few, that, had not the true
figure of the temple been ascertained by Stukeley in 1723, the theory of Dra-
contia might never have been discovered. When he visited the temple the
head of the serpent, though in ruins, was distinguishable. But it seems to
have been perfect in the year 1688, as we may infer from a passage in Pepys's
Diary who visited the spot, after having examined the great Circle at
Abury.e Any person acquainted with the locality of the Dracontium will
perceive that the " place with great high stones pitched round, like that of
Stonehenge," which the traveller saw soon after he left the Great Circle, and
about a mile before he reached " the stones in the valley" (the Grey We-
thers) was the head of the Serpent on Overton Hill, commonly called the
" Sanctuary." The following is his memorandum : " In the afternoon came
to Abury, where seeing great stones like those of Stonehenge, standing up, I
stopped and took a countryman of that town, and he carried me and shewed
me a place trenched in like Old Sarum almost, with great stones pitched in
it, some bigger than those at Stonehenge, to my admiration. And he told
me that most people of learning coming by, do come and view them; and
that the King (Charles the Second) did so I gave this man a shil-
ling. So took coach again, seeing one place with great stones pitched round,
e Vol. iv. p. 131.
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which I believe was once a particular building, in some measure like that of
Stonehenge. But about a mile off, it was prodigious to see how full the
downes are of great stones, and all along the vallies, stones of considerable
bigness, most of them growing certainly out of the ground : which makes
me think the less of the wonder of Stonehenge, for hence they might un-
doubtedly supply themselves with stones, as well as those of Abury."
I fully participate in the scepticism of Pepys respecting the legend that
no stones of the same kind as those which were used in the formation of
Stonehenge and Abury are to be found in the neighbourhood. The valley
of the Wethers is an abundant quarry for two more such temples. It is
curious that a tradition precisely similar prevails at Carnac, where the whole
country is full of stones of the same kind ; and in defiance of the self-evident
fact, that many of the largest stones of the Dracontium were hewn out of the
rocks upon which they stand!
The havock of which Stukeley so bitterly complained, and of which he re-
corded so painful a memorial, has been ruthlessly carried on by the possessors
of Abury to this day ! I believe there is but one farmer in the whole parish
who does not consider the stones a nuisance. Of the original four hundred
stones which composed the Serpent's body, only thirteen are now remaining,
the rest having either been broken up to build walls and houses, and to
repair the roads; or sunk in the ground and covered over with the soil!
Trustees of the turnpike roads may share with the farmers in the disgrace
of the destruction : for it is not many years since that they caused several
consecutive stones of the Kennet avenue to be removed, when a trifling
bend of the road would have saved them.
Although many of the stones have been destroyed, yet a diligent search
may detect several which have only been buried. Two of these lie six feet
under ground in the garden of Mr. Butler, of the Kennet Inn ; and a third
is known to be under the Bath road. But it is melancholy to linger amidst
such desolation. I pass on therefore to,
2. STANTON DREW, the second Dracontium in order of beauty now extant
in England. This also is much dilapidated, but more by the hand of time
than of man. The figure of this temple was first determined (I believe) by
Sir Richard Colt Hoare. I visited it in April 1831.
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The plan of Stanton Drew is that of the Ophite hierogram, where two
Serpents emerge from the Circle. (See also Plate XIX.) The two serpents
may have been imagined by the Egyptian hierographers to typify the Good
and Evil Genii. If so, the emblem is of more recent origin than that of
which Abury presents the copy.
The central circle, or rather oval, of Stanton Drew is 126 yards by 115
in diameter. It originally consisted of thirty stones, of which only thirteen
are now remaining, and these much worn by the atmosphere. Stukeley
speaks of a " quincuple" circumference, but there are no traces now of more
than one.
About forty yards to the east of the great oval is a small circle thirty-two
yards in diameter, contained by eight stones, the largest of which is about
nine feet high, and twenty in circumference. This circle is connected with
the great oval by an avenue of considerable curvature, returning after a dis-
tance of eighty yards by an acute angle into the little circle. Of this avenue
there are only ten stones in their original places. The average width is
about nine or ten yards. The third curvilinear area is 150 yards to the
S. W. of the great oval. It is circular, and ten of its stones (out of perhaps
twelve) remain. These are generally very small. The diameter of the
circle is forty-three yards.
I could find no definite traces of an avenue from this circle to the great
oval. In some places the ground is rough and broken, having two or three sus-
picious hollows, indicative of the removal of large stones ; although the actual
existence of an avenue cannot be proved. But if we reason from the ana-
logy, not of one but of many like temples, we can have little, if any, doubt
of its having been a Dracontium. A curious legend also prevailed in the
neighbourhood, which, agreeing with numberless traditions of the same kind
wherever there was a Serpent temple, amounts to very strong presumptive
proof that Stanton Drew was a Dracontium. St. Keyna, a holy virgin of
the fifth century, is said to have obtained a grant of the land upon which
the village of Keynsham now stands, from the prince of the country ; who
warned her, however, of the insecurity of the gift, in consequence of the
Serpents of a most deadly species, which infested it. The Saint, notwith-
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standing, accepted the grant, and undertook to remove the reptiles. She
converted them all into stones by her prayers ! {
The suppression of Serpent worshippers, and the destruction of Dracontia,
is always obscured by some legend like the preceding, which in the meta-
morphosis of serpents into stone combines the ideas both of the idolaters and
their temple.
3. DARTMOOR. The parallelitha of Dartmoor furnish us with an interest-
ing variety of the Dracontium. Their peculiarity is, that the avenues are
straight and the temples in pairs. At Merivale Bridge, four miles from
Tavistock on the Moreton-hampstead road, is a remarkable group. It con-
sists, or rather consisted, of four temples, two parallelitha, and two circles.
Of the circular temples only one remains entire; but the central obelisk of
the other is still standing, and measures about ten feet in height. The circle
is formed by eight stones, and is about eighteen yards in diameter.
Between this circle and the road are the Dracontia, forming a pair of
parallel avenues running east and west, and 105 feet apart. The average
width of the avenues is three feet and a half. The stones are generally two
feet high, though some are much higher, especially towards the extremities.
The longest avenue is 1143 feet. It has an oval in the centre, and had a
circle at each end, which now are scarcely traceable. The shortest avenue
is 792 feet, and terminates in a circle.
The first of these avenues was a Dracontium of the same order as Stanton
Drew, only the avenues are straight. The second partakes of the form of
Callernish; which, however, is far more magnificent than any sanctuary on
Dartmoor.
There are other temples on Dartmoor of the same description, but not so
extensive. On the brook side, below Black Tor, are two avenues parallel
to each other, running east and west, which may be traced for 300 and 180
feet respectively. They are forty feet apart, and each is terminated at the
east end by a circle thirty feet in diameter, inclosing a cairn. The stones
average the same height as those at Merivale. Similar avenues, but running
north and south, occur near Gidleigh Common, of which the pillars are
f
 This legend is preserved by Capgrave.
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three feet and a half high, and triangular. They may be traced for 432,
and 12S feet, respectively.
Many other monuments of the same kind are scattered over the Moor,
which.from the multitude of such and other British remains,s appears to have
been at one time very thickly inhabited. There are also many vestiges of
circular huts, and inclosures for cattle, or defence. A summary account of
these antiquities is given in a paper presented by Mr. Rowe to the Ply-
mouth Institution 1830: from which I have taken the above memoranda.
It is probable that the early inhabitants of Dartmoor were driven into
these bleak and barren regions from pleasanter and more fertile lands by the
successive pressures of the Romans, Saxons, and Danes: and that the paral-
lelitha and circles above described, were built in humble imitation of more
splendid temples in the lower country. Their small ness and insignificance
denote hurry and want of instruments, but there could have been no want
of materials on a rocky surface like Dartmoor, abounding in some of the
finest granite quarries in England. We may conclude, therefore, that the
colony though numerous were feeble and impoverished; and yet their puny
works have survived the gigantic Abury, the metropolitan seat of Druidism,
erected with such labour and guarded with so much jealousy !
4. SHAP. A more powerful people erected the Dracontium of Shap in
Westmorland, which had it been less extensive might have long since ceased
to exist. The columns are not to be compared for grandeur with those of
Abury, and the whole appearance is less interesting than that of Stanton
Drew. Notwithstanding, the avenue of Shap was a work of great labour
and vast extent. I could not satisfy myself, upon a cursory view, whether
or not it was strictly speaking a Dracontium, that is, a temple compounded
of circles and avenues. It was, however, a serpent temple, and probably a
Dracontium, pursuing a sinuous course, it is supposed, through a distance of
seven miles! Here, as in all the British temples of the same kind, there
were but two ranks of stones. These may now be traced, at intervals, for
nearly two miles. They begin at about half a mile to the south of the vil-
lage of Shap, in a small field adjoining the Kendal road. This extremity
seems to have been the head of the Serpent, and is called a Circle; but in
S See Mr. Kempe's paper in the Archoeologia, vol. XXII.
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reality is only a wedge-like area, having the angles at the base rounded off,
and the base itself bounded by a slightly curved line; its vertex opening
into the parallelithon. Such a figure is as adequate a representation of a
serpent's head, as a circle or an oval. At the narrowest part the two rows
converge to the width of fifty-nine feet, and in the widest part of this area
swell out to the breadth of sixty-eight feet. The curved line at the extre-
mity is formed by six stones, at irregular distances and of different sizes,
but generally five or six feet long, and as many wide. None of the stones
at this part seem to have been ever erect. From hence the avenue proceeds
to Shap, and, crossing the turnpike road, advances in a north-westerly direc-
tion, and is said to have terminated at Moor Dovey, near Banton, seven
miles from Shap ; but at present only about two miles of it can be satisfac-
torily traced. The largest stone now standing is about eight feet high. It
is of considerable girth ; and is known by the ridiculous name of the
" Guggleby" stone, given to it by a facetious farmer some years ago, to ex-
ercise the ingenuity of antiquaries.
I did not observe any great circle corresponding to that of Abury, but
there is a circular area called " the Druid's Temple," at Gunnerkeld bottom,
about a mile to the north-east of Shap. It is formed of large stones, and
might have been connected with the avenue of the parallelithon, and toge-
ther with it formed a Dracontium ; but I had no time for making any accu-
rate observations, and only pronounce the temple to be a Dracontium upon
the authority of Stukeley, who had no doubt upon the subject. The ques-
tion will, I trust, soon be solved, and the opinion of that acute and much
undervalued antiquary confirmed.
These Memoranda will serve as an introduction to the noblest of Celtic
monuments—the Temple of Carnac in Britany ; from which the Dracontia
in Britain differ in some respects, but to which they preserve a general ana-
logy, sufficient to point out a kindred religion. The serpentine sinuosities
are the same in the principal temples of both countries; but that of Carnac
is intersected by two curvilinear areas, neither of which can be called, in
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strict propriety, a circle, although one of them is so denominated. Another:
distinction is still more marked. The British Dracontia have only two
parallel rows of stones, whereas that of Carnac has eleven ! But the same
concomitant tumuli and cromlechs decorate them all.
I proceed to describe the Dracontium of
CARNAC.
This great Celtic monument, commonly known as " the stones of Car-
nac," is eight miles in length, commencing at the bourg of Erdeven, passing
midway by the villages of Plouharnel and Carnac, and finally lost in an arm
of the marine lake of La Trinite, which flows in from the Bay of Quiberon.
The village which gives name to the temple is a bourg, or parochial village,
containing perhaps three hundred inhabitants, who subsist chiefly by fishing.
It is nine miles from the beautifully situated town of Auray, and about half
a mile from the sea. The church, dedicated to St. Cornelius, is a handsome
and capacious building with an elegant spire; having a southern portico
curiously surmounted by an ornament resembling the bars of an imperial
crown. This was carved out of a single pillar of the Dracontium by a com-
mon mason.
My first visit to Carnac was in September 1831, in company with General
de Penhouet. I could not have had a more enthusiastic or better informed
companion. This gentleman, who glories in being a Breton of pure and
ancient descent, is deservedly esteemed in his own country as an antiquary
of considerable attainments, who has enriched its literature by many inge-
nious treatises, and among the rest, by a clear and correct account of the
general form of the Temple of Carnac. This he pronounces to be a Dracon-
tium ; and thus retains for his own country the credit of the first discovery.
But he does not understand the term " Dracontium" in the same sense in
which I have defined it : viz. " An avenue of the Sun."
So far I was fortunate, in meeting with the only man in France who could
guide me through the mazes of this labyrinth of stones, with intelligence and
sympathy. We thought alike as to its figure, though differently as to its
dedication. But here my good fortune forsook me. M. de Penhouet was
a Royalist, had been a General commanding in this very district against the
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Republican forces during the Reign of Terror; he had moreover commanded
the Gen-d'Armerie of Rennes under Charles the Tenth, had resigned his
appointment at the dethronement of that monarch, and was consequently
marked by the police of Louis Philippe. We were accordingly beset by
spies, followed, pursued, interrogated, and annoyed to such an extent that
we were glad to make our visit a short one: and having rode througli the
lines of the temple from Erdeven to Kerlescant, returned to Rennes.
But I had seen too much to be contented without seeing more. Accord-
ingly, in the spring of the present year (1832) I again crossed the Channel,
in company with Mr. Murray Vicars, a land-surveyor of Exeter, whose ta-
lents require no eulogy beyond the beautiful and correct Plan now before
the Society.11 We went determined to complete a survey of the Dracontium,
and provided ourselves with all the instruments necessary for the purpose.
Our first object was Rennes, where we hoped to be joined by General de
Penhouet, that we might profit not only by his experience, but by his know-
ledge of the local customs and manners. But here we were doomed to meet
our first, but happily, our only disappointment. He was very anxious, but
quite unable to accompany us, having heard upon good authority, that if he
ever ventured into that country again, he would be arrested as a Carlist.
We set off, therefore, under the guidance of my previous recollections, not
without anxiety, but with a determination to overcome every difficulty by
perseverance. One of the greatest of these difficulties, was a limited know-
ledge of the French, and a total ignorance of the Breton language, which is
the only one spoken by the generality of the peasants of the Morbihan. Our
first appearance upon the scene was certainly amusing. It was ridiculous to
find that the introductory question to a native from whom we required any
information, must b e " Parlez vous Frangais?" and no less laughable to see
four men measuring with tapes and chains, and a theodolite, when three lan-
guages were put in requisition to desire the surveyor's man to tighten the
chain, or to move to the right or left! But we soon fell into their ways, and
they into ours: and at length, after much toil, but more pleasure, completed
the survey.
For our success we were indebted to the kindness of M. Loroy, the Pre-
11 This plan is upon the scale of fifteen inches to a mile, and measures twelve feet in length by
four in breadth.
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feet of the Morbihan, who received us in the most gentlemanly manner, and
countersigned our passports, without which protection we could not have
left the high roads; for the whole country was suspected of being ripe for
insurrection, in favour of the old government, and many affrays had oc-
curred between the peasants and the military- The indignation with which
one of my guides repelled the inference that he was a " Frenchman" be-
cause he spoke French, was a sensible hint that we were walking upon a
volcano.
We reached Carnac on the 19th of April, and commenced our researches
on the 21st, the 20th being Good Friday. Mr. Vicars's first station was at
a large stone at the head of the temple near Erdeven :' and I cannot follow
a better course in describing, than that which he adopted in measuring the
Dracontium.
This stone, which is a beautiful rectangular column, 12 feet high and 4^
square, stands in a field by the side of the road from Erdeven to Carnac, at
the distance of a quarter of a mile from the former village. It is upright, at
the north-eastern extremity of a line of nineteen enormous columns, several
of which have fallen. The second, which is down, measures 16 feet 6 inches
long, and 6 feet 6 inches wide. The four largest are from 20 to 23 feet in
length, and generally 5 feet square at the base. The largest of all, now
broken into two pieces, was 17 feet wide and 4 feet thick. This is the four-
teenth from the Carnac road. Its fracture was probably intentional; for it
does not appear to have been ever erect, and so could not have been broken
by falling against the ground or its neighbour. It was probably broken by
the first Christian desecrators of the Celtic temples, who made such ignorant
and wanton havoc of Pagan sanctuaries in every country. This is certainly
a very remarkable stone. Upon the sloping surface is an artificial cavity,
having every appearance of being designed to receive the body of a human
victim preparatory to sacrifice ; but the stone being broken in this part we
could not take a sketch of it. There is, however, another stone exactly
similar and more distinctly marked and perfect, upon a Rock Altar on the
heights on the eastern side of the lake of La Trinite, at a short distance from
the path leading from the ferry to Locmariaker. Lying down upon this
stone I found that the shoulders were received by a cavity just sufScient to
1
 See the vignette, p. 188.
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contain them, while the neck reclining in a narrow trench, was bent over a
small ridge, and the head descended into a deeper circular groove beyond it.
From the narrow trench which received the neck was chiselled a small chan-
nel down the inclined face of the stone. This being on the left side of the
recumbent victim, was well adapted to carry off the blood which flowed from
the jugular vein.
A person lying in these cavities is quite helpless, and in such a position a
child may sacrifice the strongest man. No one can doubt the aptitude of
such an altar for the immolation of a human victim, whatever may be his
scepticism as to the application of it to such a purpose. For my part, I have
no hesitation in admitting both its aptitude and application. The religion
of the Celtic tribes was essentially homicidal. The Britons burnt their vic-
tims in wicker idols, and the Gauls, according to Csesar, offered both burnt
and bloody sacrifices j Strabo,k speaking of the Cimbri, a Celtic tribe, gives
a terrific account of the murder of their prisoners, and describes with picto-
rial effect, the chief Druidess cutting the throats of the victims one after
another, and receiving their trickling blood in basins, and pronouncing
omens according to the manner in which the streams flowed !
The sacrificial stone, above described, is different from the ordinary Rock-
basins in England ; but very like that called " Arthur's bed" at North-hill,
in Cornwall, depicted by Borlase, only the latter has no channel from the
groove of the throat.
The purpose to which these altars were applied, will furnish a sufficient
reason for the destruction of the Rock-basin stone of Erdeven by the first
Christians of Britany. The dilapidation of the whole Temple seems, indeed,
rather to have been the work of bigotry, than either time or cupidity ; of the
three destroyers time has done the least. The paucity of the stones between
Plouharnel and Carnac may be accounted for by the erection of those vil-
lages, and the numberless walls and cottages which intersect the country;
but the destruction of the stones of sacrifice, of the cromlechs, and of the
superb obelisk at Locmariaker, may be fairly charged to the Saints who
delivered (as tradition states) the country from Serpents ; that is, converted
the Ophites to Christianity.
j Comment. 6, s. 14. k vii. 194.
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The length of the unbroken line of columns from the first station is 340
feet: after which there is a clear space of 270 feet. We then entered, at an
acute angle, a noble group of pillars, which form the commencement of the
parallelitha. This spot is called Kerzerho.
The stones of Kerzerho are, on an average, 15 feet high, and of very dif-
ferent shapes ; but generally about four feet by six on the sides. Very few
of them are sunk deep into the ground, and some are even merely set upon
their bases. The holes from which several have fallen, are not more than
eighteen inches deep.
From Kerzerho the Temple takes an easterly course, and eleven rows of
stones, making ten avenues distinctly marked, proceed, almost uninterrupt-
edly, for nearly a mile and a half. The distances between the ranks, as well
as between the stones, are very variable; but the whole width of the Temple
is two hundred feet. For about four hundred feet the lines are perfect;
after which they are somewhat broken for a furlong, and intersected by walls
evidently built of the same materials.
Shortly after they leave Kerzerho the stones diminish in size, until they
dwindle into conical columns three feet high and three feet square at the
base. They again increase until they terminate in a group, whose average
height is nine feet, and base four feet square.
But four furlongs and a half before they arrive at this point, and six fur-
longs and a half from Kerzerho, the lines, making a very graceful sweep,
pass over the side of a gentle hill which is surmounted by two cromlechs,
both of which are now fallen. These cromlechs appear to have stood in a
curvilinear inclosure of thin stones placed edgeways, and almost in contact
with each other. But there are so many natural rocks upon this eminence
that we could not satisfy ourselves of any regular plan. Possibly, there was
an area on this spot similar to the curvilinear inclosure at Le Maenac, here-
after described.
The view from these cromlechs is beautiful and impressive. The whole range
of the temple from Kerzerho to the Lakes, being a distance of eleven furlongs,
is spread under the eye as distinctly and elegantly as if it were traced upon a
map. (See PI. XXI.) The smaller stones to the westward dot the pastures
like sheep, while the massy columns of Kerzerho rise above them with a
- / . , • • " .
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grandeur but little diminished by the distance; for what is lost in space is
gained by comparison. The village and church of Erdeven complete the
prospect with a delightful relief. To the eastward the avenues, as they de-
scend the hill, present curves as graceful as in ascending; but, on reaching
the plain, fall into straight lines, and skirting the margin of a small fresh-
water lake, terminate abruptly near a hill beyond it. This eminence also
was crowned by two cromlechs, but both are now in ruins. To the
southward of them is observed in the distance the shadowy spire of Carnac
Church, in beautiful contrast with the Mount of St. Michael, which is an
artificial tumulus of such vast dimensions as to be seen from every cromlech
and almost every important part of the Temple. The fascination of the pros-
pect is completed by the sea, which bounds the horizon on the south. I
cannot imagine a scene more interesting. A heathen temple surviving
the storms of, at least, two thousand years, retaining for the space of eleven
furlongs almost its original unity, and the whole spread out like a picture
at the spectator's feet, while each extremity points to a distant Christian
church, built, perhaps, out of the ruins of some portion of this once magni-
ficent Temple : a lake below, the sea beyond, barren plains and rocky hills,
form a combination of art, nature, and religion, which cannot be regarded
by a contemplative mind without feelings of peculiar pleasure. One super-
stition of the Pagans never fails to assert its influence upon spots like this—
the " Genius loci" is always ascendant.
At the end of the avenues, as they are lost on the level, is a tumulus of
nearly two hundred feet in length, one hundred in breadth, and of a gradual
ascent to the height of five or six feet. It was probably higher, but has
been reduced by the showers of two thousand years to its present size.
This mound lies in the direction of the avenues, and would seem to be an
obstacle to the theory of their continuation from Kerzerho to Carnac. So it
appeared to my companion at the time of the survey; but the subsequent
discovery of a group of stones on the south-eastern side of the adjoining
cromlech hill, convinced me that the avenues were continued from this
point in a direction almost at a right angle to their previous course. An ex-
amination of the Plan of the whole temple inclines me to believe that at this
tumulus was a clear quadrangular area, corresponding to the remarkable one
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at Kerlescant, beyond Carnac, which I shall describe in its place. At Ker-
lescant, a similar but larger mound forms the north-eastern side of the area;
and I suppose this tumulus to have done the same. A glance upon the
Map will shew that these tumuli are similarly situated with respect to the
whole Temple ; that they occupy the same angles, and are nearly under the
same meridian, the tumulus of Kerlescant bearing the same reference to
Le Maenac, as that of the Lakes to St. Barbe, the avenues turning at each
of these points almost rectangularly to their former course.
Three furlongs from the tumulus of the Lakes, and skirting the eastern
side of the cromlech hill, we met, on the south-eastern side of it, with a
collection of thirty stones, averaging three or four feet in height, and occu-
pying a length of two hundred feet. They were arranged in rows, and the
whole width of the avenues was exactly the same as that of the Temple from
Kerzerho to the Lakes, namely, two hundred feet. The Dracontium made a
sweep round the cromlechs of the lakes, similar to its winding over the first
cromlech hill, but on a different side of the eminence. It seems, indeed,
that each of the alternate bends of the serpent in their course embraced a
gentle hill, which was crowned by a double cromlech.
It is a question whether these cromlechs so situated, were sacrificial or
sepulchral; but I think the latter : for I found several which had the ap-
pearance of having been covered by a tumulus. They might have been
placed round the temple like the tomb-stones in our own churchyards, and
perhaps have originated our custom : while our earthen graves are the
Celtic barrows.
Advancing in a direct line for the distance of a furlong and one hundred
feet, we encountered a second isolated group of stones. They were about
fifty in number, and occupied in length of avenues 250 feet: in total
breadth, as before, 200 feet. They are generally eight feet high, and three
feet six inches square ; but their shapes vary. They stand on the eastern
side of the farm of Crukenho, where there is one of the most splendid crom-
lechs, or rather, " Roches aux Fees" (called in England Kistvaens), which
we have seen in the Morbihan.
The great table stone is thirteen feet long and eight feet wide ; and the
chamber within is nearly six feet in height.
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The Roches-aux-fe"es differ from the ordinary cromlech in having several
contiguous stones for the support of their tables, while the cromlech has
seldom more than three; or, when more, not contiguous. They also cover
a considerably larger piece of ground, having sometimes a series of four,
five, or six tabular stones upon the top, and making a sepulchral chamber,
and sometimes two, of great dimensions. In this Paper I use the word
cromlech generally, as including all sepulchral monuments of the dolmen or
tabular order. I use the term also as an English Antiquary, for the French
call cromlechs what we should describe as Circles.
From Crukenho we advanced still in a south-east direction, and after a
space of one furlong four chains, discovered several stones scattered over a
field of three hundred feet in length. Only eight of these are laid down
in the Plan as falling; under the line of the survey.
After another vacant space of one furlong, six chains, we found ourselves
upon a very remarkable bed of rocks, which had the appearance of having
been a quarry for the Dracontium. Some large stones were lying loose
upon its surface, as if they had been prepared but never erected. This led
us to suppose that the temple had not been completed according to its ori-
ginal design, which, considering its vast extent, is not improbable. It also
furnished a refutation of a popular error which prevails not only in Britany,
but every where wherever such monuments are known; namely, that " there
are no stones in the country for many miles round like those of which the
temple is built." So far is this from being the fact in regard to the Dra-
contium of Carnac, that the avenues seem designedly carried over beds of
rock to facilitate the labour of the erection. We always found the largest
stones either raised upon, or within a short distance from, the rock out of
which they had been hewn. The wonder of Carnac is sufficiently great
without placing it beyond the pale of credibility.
When we left this bed of rocks a disheartening vacancy of six furlongs
lay before us, unless, as is not impossible, we may have deviated from the
line of the temple, and so overlooked a few scattered stones. But here the
cottages and farms were more numerous, and many walls intersected the
country, which had been probably built out of the ruins of the temple, sup-
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posing that the rows had been completed, which is a fact upon which I have
some doubts.
At the end of six furlongs we arrived at a mill called Le vieux Moulin,
more perhaps from the materials of which it was built, than from the anti-
quity of its erection. It was standing near three very beautiful stones. One
side stone is fifteen feet long, the one in the centre twelve feet high and
six feet square: that on the other side ten feet by eight. There are six
smaller stones at about 270 feet beyond these, evidently forming a portion
of the original temple.
From Le vieux Moulin we saw to the westward a very fine group of co-
lumns, which seemed to be in a line with the stones at the mill. These,
upon examination, proved to be the parallelithon near St. Barbe ; and its
position caused, and still causes a great difficulty in my mind, the doubt
being whether this was the commencement of a secondary temple, like the
duplicate paiallelitha of Dartmoor, or whether it was only a continuation of
the great temple. Unfortunately we did not survey the ground to the west
of the old mill, by St. Austin's chapel, intending to do so after we had laid
down the parts of the Dracontium already ascertained. But when this task
was completed, there was no time remaining for the other.
I am of opinion that, had we taken a westerly instead of an easterly course
from the bed of rocks, we might have found that the lines passing uuder the
cromlech near St. Austin, entered the parallelithon of St. Barbe at almost a
right angle, and from thence took an easterly direction until they fell into
the group at Le vieux Moulin.1
The distance from the bed of rocks to St. Barbe (six furlongs) is the same
as to Le vieux Moulin, which is three furlongs to the east of the extremity
of the St. Barbe avenues.
The length of the St. Barbe portion of the temple now remaining is two
and a half furlongs; and it lies nearly east and west.
The smallest stone at the extremity of this group is seven feet and a half
high, the largest seventeen feet long and fifteen feet wide. The average
1 Mr. Vicars, in subsequently walking over this space, did not discover any stones. I leave the
question therefore, in the same obscurity as I found it, but the bias of my mind inclines to the
opinion of a single Dracontium.
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height of the remaining stones is five or six feet ; and the average breadth
of the whole temple two hundred feet, the same as from Kerzerho.
From the old mill we advanced four furlongs and a half in a south-easterly
direction towards Carnac, and opposite the ruined chapel of La Plasquere
found upon a rocky ground three cubical stones which had evidently be-
longed to the great temple. They were about four feet high.
Here we were again compelled to toil over a vacant space of nearly seven
furlongs, and less sanguine investigators might have given up the search.
But we had passed over the ground before from the opposite direction, and
knew that our labours would not be in vain. We recovered the Dracontium
in an uncultivated field behind the chateau of Kergonant, whose massy and
extensive walls had perhaps swallowed up a vast portion of the stones be-
tween Le Maenac and La Plasquere. The neighbouring villages of Plou-
harnel and Carnac, both considerable bourgs, and a number of intermediate
cottages, together with the countless walls which intersect the intervening
country, are sufficient reasons for the vacuity between St. Barbe and Le
Maenac. Wherever the stones were small (which they always are in alter-
nate parts of the temple), they have been carried away for building.
M. Jaunay, of the Hotel en Bas at Auray, informed me, that within his
recollection he thinks that from 1500 to 2000 must have been removed
between Carnac and St. Barbe. The depredations were so great at one time
that the Government found it necessary to interfere, and " a Conservator of
the Antiquities of the Morbihan" was in consequence appointed. My friend
M. de Penhouet held this office for some time. The temple is now, I trust,
better guarded by the interest which the villagers take in it, having found
that it is likely to attract more strangers and thus indirectly promote their
prosperity.
The uncultivated field, behind the large ruined chateau of Kergonant, con-
tains several indications of the Dracontium in scattered fragments of wilfully
destroyed stones. Among these, however, are three which may be classed
with the largest of the temple. The first, which is still upright, is sixteen
feet high, and sixteen feet six inches in circumference. The second also
upright, ten feet high, and thirteen feet in girth. The third, which has been
overthrown, preparatory to its destruction, is of the same dimensions.
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Passing from hence through a plantation of firs, we obtain a view of the
magnificent group of Le Maenac ; they are two furlongs and a half distant
from the plantation pillars. . But at seven chains before we entered the cur-
vilinear area of Le Maenac, we found three large stones lying flat upon a
marshy field. The position of these stones determine the angle at which
the avenues entered Le Maenac. It is nearly a right angle.
Le Maenac is, indeed, a memorable spot! remarkable not only for the
number and size of its columns, but also for a curvilinear area whose figure
it would have been very difficult to determine, had we not fortunately seen
an exactly similar, but more perfect, inclosure in a temple in the He aux
Moines. This temple was once a Dracontium, extending, as the accom-
panying Drawing wuTshew, for at least a mile before it enters the grand
area, and perhaps it may have extended as far beyond it. At its southern
extremity is a large oblong tumulus about two hundred feet in length, ter-
minated by a superb kistvaen or roche-aux-fees, of the same kind, but more
beautiful than that of Crukenho. The table, which is fifteen feet long, ten
wide, and/our thick, is supported by nine upright stones, the highest part
of the dolmen being eight feet six inches from the ground. The approach
to the chamber is covered by three slabs which are supported upon six
pillars. The whole is a most beautiful specimen of the dolmen, inferior only
to one at Locmariaker. This extremity of the temple of the He aux
Moines, is called Penab, which is a very remarkable name; for it is given
to a place where there is not a single house, and means " the head O/*AB;"
Ab, or Aub, being the name of the Serpent aeitij of the Ophites, as Bryant
has satisfactorily proved.
From Penab a parallelithon was formerly traceable in the direction of
the island from south to north; but when we saw it there were very few
stones remaining; sufficient, however, to convince me of the nature of the
temple.
The curvilinear inclosure to which they led, is a bell-shaped figure, 330
feet at the base, and 206 in perpendicular altitude. The stones, of which
some are eight or nine feet high and four or five broad, are thin, and present
their flat surfaces to the area, being almost in contact at their edges, and
forming a wall round the inclosure. Exactly similar is the area of Le Mae-
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nac. The stones which compose the periphery are thin and flat, generally
five or six feet high, six feet broad, and two feet thick. They present their
flat surfaces to the inclosure, and have been nearly contiguous to each other.
The base of this campanula!' area is the front line of the rows of the paral-
lelithon, which at this part is of the most imposing grandeur. But this line
of columns not being sufficient to meet the periphery, the vacancy on each
side is supplied by a straight line of contiguous flat stones of the same kind
as those in the curve. The front of the parallelithon is 350 feet. The com-
plementary flat stones, when perfect, extended one hundred feet on each
side of it, making the whole line 550 feet long. The southern side is en-
tire ; but the whole northern portion of the periphery, as well as the com-
plementary line of one hundred feet, is destroyed, having been probably
used for the erection of the cottages which stand in the area. What could
have been the meaning of this unusual figure ? That there was something
sacred attached to it is probable from several of the enormous columns of
the parallelithon, which form its base, being of the same bell-shape as the
area. The figure is something like that of the horse-shoe, to which super-
stition has attached such a talismanic influence against evil spirits; and it is
probable that, if the charm of " the horse-shoe" resided in its shape rather
than in any supposed inherent quality, it may have been reverenced as a
hierogram of the Ophite sanctuary, and stamped upon thresholds in the same
manner as the sign of the cross is superstitiously abused by the ignorant.
It is a question with village sages which is the most potent charm against
witchcraft, the cross or the horse-shoe, the hierogram of the Christian, or of
the Pagan sanctuary. The figure of a horse-shoe is also observed at Stone-
henge. The stones of Le Maenac are among the finest of the temple. They
average seventeen feet high and twenty feet in circumference. We mea-
sured only a few, for the toil would have been endless; and we had a more
important matter in hand, namely, to ascertain the course of the Dracon-
tium. The best description of them, perhaps, is that they are mostly longer,
and wider, and thicker, than the average columns of Stonehenge.
The village of Carnac is about five furlongs to the south of Le Maenac.
And four furlongs to the south-east is Mount St. Michael, which bears the
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same relation to the temple of Carnac as the conical hill of Silbury to the
Dracontium of Abury.
The Mount of St. Michael is not all artificial; but a natural hillock has
been raised by the hand of man to a commanding height, so great as to be
seen for many miles. It was evidently once conical; but has been truncated
to support a chapel, dedicated to the Archangel Michael, from whom the
mount receives its name. The artificial portion of the hill now remaining
is one hundred yards long, twenty yards wide, and twelve yards high. The
dedication of this mount and chapel is singularly illustrative of the dedica-
tion of the temple below.
Most of the legends of the saints who evangelized Britany describe them
as having destroyed either a great dragon, or a colony of serpents, which
had infested the country before their arrival. St. Cado, St. Maudet, and a
St. Paul, are all entitled to this honour: St. Cado was the victor over the
serpents of Carnac. All these legends allude to the destruction of some
Dracontium, which was " the Great Dragon," and the conversion or sup-
pression of the priesthood of Bel, who were the "serpents."
Hence the numerous churches and chapels dedicated to St. Michael, the
divine destroyer of the spiritual Serpent; and hence the appropriation of
the most sacred hills of the Ophite deity to the Christian archangel: who,
from his sanctuary upon the eminence, can look down triumphantly upon
the ruined fane of his great enemy, and in the defaced image of the Serpent
which covers the plains, be gratified by a perpetual memorial of his having
" bruised the SERPENT'S head."
Such was the idea of the Christians who built upon the Ophite cones the
chapels of the archangel. M. Mahe", a French writer on the antiquities of
the Morbihan, remarks the number of these chapels; and is at a loss to
imagine the reason why St. Michael should be always seated upon the sum-
mit of a cone. He makes a conjecture, which, as far as it goes, is doubtless
true ;—that the first Christians of Britany, perceiving the veneration with
which the half-converted people regarded these sacred hills, built churches
and chapels upon their summits, to turn the devotional feelings of the sup-
pliants into a right channel, and so wean them gradually from all their old
superstitions. But why dedicate these hills to St. Michael more than to any
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other saint ? The answer has been given : because St. Michael destroyed
the spiritual dragon, whose earthly image was as signally overthrown by the
evangelizers of Britany.
Mount St. Michael is seen from almost every part of the temple—at least
from all the chief cromlech hills. And it is not improbable that upon this
eminence was kindled the sacred fire which represented the participation of
the Solar deity in the rites of the Ophite God. Thus the analogous Silbury,
which has been interpreted to mean, " The hill of the Sun," is seen from all
the principal parts of the Dracontium of Abury. Upon hills of this figure
the Persian Magi kept up their perpetual flame: the cone being peculiarly
sacred to the Sun, in every part of the world.
It is possible, perhaps probable, that Mount St. Michael, in connection
with its Dracontium, may have given name to the village of Carnac.
Hak, or Ah, in the old Breton language, as well as in the old Persian,"1
and ancient British," is said to have signified " a serpent" May not " Carn-
ac" then, be compounded of Cairn-hak, " t he Serpent's hill"? and Le-
Maen-ac imply " the stones of the Serpent"? But these are conjectures.
I return to facts.
From Le Maenacthe avenues take a north-easterly direction, occasionally
swerving to the north and south, and exhibiting all the sinuosities of a snake
as he moves along the ground. The average width of the temple is 350
feet from Le Maenac to Kerlescant. The eleven rows are distinctly trace-
able for nearly five furlongs, of which the first is studded by stones of
a considerable size; after which they gradually diminish to the mini-
mum of three feet; and again swell to the dimensions of fifteen feet by
eighteen in circumference. This is at Kermario. The view in the plate is
taken from the middle of the curvilinear area. But after the first five fur-
longs from Le Maenac there is a break of two furlongs, in which the stones
are only dotted here and there ; just enough to mark the continuation. A
portion of two of the rows is ingeniously converted into walls for inclosures
by filling up the intervals of the pillars ; a contrivance which is resorted to
«> Col. Tod, Rajasthan, i. 536. n Stukeley, Abury, 32.
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more than once during the course of the temple. At half a mile from Le1
Maenac the road from Carnac to Auray crosses the avenues.
The columns of Kermario, which is seven furlongs from Le Maenac, are
extremely picturesque ; and the view of the lines as they descend the de-
clivity, and again ascend to the mill beyond Vitriviant, is remarkably plea-
sing. The dimensions of the stones gradually lessen until they become
scarcely two feet high. They again increase in size until they are lost in a
wood six furlongs beyond Kermario, having traversed a ravine in unbroken
order.
The Kermario group is altogether more imposing than even that of Le'
Maenac, though some stones at the latter place may be larger. The beauty
of Le Maenac is impaired by the level ground upon which the columns
stand : while those of Kermario, standing upon an eminence, are displayed
to the greatest advantage. They are also, in a given space, more uniform
than their rivals, and perhaps the aggregate mass within a square of 350
feet, may also be greater at Kermario.
The Cromlech marked in the Map to the south-east of this group, has
been a very large one, but is in ruins.
As Kermario may be said to rival Le Maenac, so the mill near Vitriviant
competes with the first double cromlech hill, nearest to Kerzerho, for the
view which it commands of the parallelitha. These two are certainly the
best stations for the painter who would desire to give an accurate idea of
the effect of the temple. Nothing can be more beautiful, or more evident,
than the sinuous course of the Dracontium when seen from these points.
The intention of the builders is placed beyond a doubt, when we see that,
instead of following the more simple and more easy order of right lines,
they deviate into continual curvatures, establishing thereby the opinion, that
they designed to represent the sinuosities of a moving serpent.
At six furlongs beyond Kermario the parallelitha are lost in a wood: but
within a furlong and three chains we enter the sanctuary of Kerlescant,
which is one of the most remarkable parts of the temple. This is a clear
area resembling a square with its corners so rounded off as to appear, in the
eyes of an inexperienced person, to be a circle. Actual measurement alone
convinced me that it was a square. So deceptive is its outline, that the
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spot is called Kerlescant, which means " the place of the Circle;" and after
all, I think it probable that it might have been intended to represent this
figure.
The sides of this area average 250 feet. The southern and western have
been formed of broad thin stones, like those of the " Bell" at Le Maenac ;
and like them appear to have been contiguous. The eastern side is formed
by the front line of the eleven rows of the Dracontium, which again resume
their magnificent order. The northern extremity is bounded by an oblong
tumulus three hundred feet long and one hundred feet wide. The other
three sides also stand upon a ridge, or perhaps rather the area between
them was excavated to the depth of three or four feet.
The mound on the northern side is similar to, but larger than that at the
corresponding angle of the Dracontium on the level near the lakes.
It is difficult to determine at what point the avenues entered Kerlescant.
The western, as the most probable, has been assumed in the imaginary out-
line of the Plan.
If Kerlescant were a perfect circle, or even if it was intended to be a
circle, the figure of the Dracontium, in this part, would approximate to the
common Ophite hierogram as delineated in Abury.
That this sacred figure was known to the ancient worshippers of the
Ophite deity in this vicinity may be inferred from the existence of a very
curious custom still observed at Erdeven. At an annual festival, held on
the day of the Carnival, the villagers unite in a general dance, which by its
figure describes accurately the Ophite hierogram of the Circle and Serpent.
The dancers commence in a circle, and having performed a few revolutions,
wheel off to the right and left, in the same manner as their temple recedes
from Kerlescant.
They call this dance, par excellence, " LE BAL,"
Now this word may mean nothing more than the common French word
"bal,"—a public dancing. But it is possible that it may be the original
sacred dance of BAAL, from whom it may take its name, which in process of
time, and through change of religions and manners, became used more
generally to signify a Ball, in the present acceptation of the word. Dancing
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was one of the most ordinary and most important of the idolatrous rites ill
all heathen religions: and the circular dance was preferred to all others.
A tradition of this circular dancing peeps through the fables which we
before noticed as common respecting the Druidical temples in England,
namely, that the stones were human beings petrified in the midst of a dance.
Now all the temples to which such superstitions are attached are circular:—
May not then the circular dance, similar to that practised at Erdeven, have
been the ordinary accompaniment of an Ophite festival?™
From Kerlescant the avenues proceed in straight lines of great beauty.
The course is now very nearly due east. The breadth of the Temple is still
350 feet, the same as from Le Maenac to Kerlescant. But for the first 300
feet after it leaves the area, it is flanked by two additional rows. As long
as it is supported by these the breadth is 4.50 feet, being the greatest width
of the parallelitha throughout their course. The columns of Kerlescant are
of the same gigantic dimensions as those at the other principal parts of the
Temple. They are generally fifteen feet high, and sixteen feet in circum-
ference.
Beyond Kerlescant the Dracontium continues for three furlongs, and may
be easily traced through a large farm which intersects it, many of its stones
being built into the walls of the fields and orchards. But shortly after they
have passed the farm they appear less frequent, and at length are scarcely
to be distinguished from the gate-posts, &c. erected by the hands of the
modern farmer. They may be traced, however, at intervals, up to the Cha-
teau du Lac, which is at the distance of half a mile from the farm of Kerles-
cant. We even saw some very suspicious looking stones in the pastures and
grounds of the chateau, to the very margin of the lake of La Trinite; but
we did not think it necessary to lay down their positions, having already
followed the lines seven miles and a half! The difficulties of trespassing
upon private property were too serious to be incurred upon a mere question
of curiosity.
Nevertheless I am convinced that the Temple extended at least as far as
the chateau, and possibly beyond it. For the inlet of La Trinite is very
m The circles in Cornwall are called '' dawns-maen," i. e. " dance stones." Borlase, 194.
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narrow at this point, and may have been forced by high tides and storms
since the erection of the Dracontium. I cannot help thinking that origin-
ally the Temple reached to Locmariaker, which is three miles beyond the
Chateau du Lac. The reasons for this hypothesis are the following:
1. That Locmariaker was the capital town of the district, if not the chief
city of the Veneti. Consequently we find at this place some of the most
interesting works of the ancient Bretons to be seen in the Morbihan. Ac-
cording to M. Mahe there are at least thirty objects of antiquity in this
small area, which remind us of the once great people who possessed Britany.
The most remarkable are two long tumuli inclosing kistvaens of considera-
ble dimensions ; a cromlech of singular size and beauty, charged with hiero-
glyphics of an unique character; and two obelisks, each carved out of a
single stone, of which one is sixty-three feet in length, and fourteen feet
diameter at the thickest part.
These monuments in the immediate vicinity of the capital would have
been a suitable beginning or termination to the Temple.
2. From Erdeven to Kerlescant the course of the Dracontium is marked
by aline of cromlechs on rising ground, over the sides of which the avenues
appear to have passed in alternation. A similar appearance is presented to
the eye on the eastern side of the lake of La Trinite, where a line of crom-
lechs crowns the hills as far as Locmariaker.
I cannot say that in traversing this district we met with any portion of
the Dracontium. One beautiful column, about twelve feet high and four
feet square, is standing on low ground, about a mile from the supposed ter-
mination ; but this was the only indication (a feeble one I admit) of the
continuation of the Temple beyond the Chateau du Lac. Had the lines
been continued, I conceive that this column would have fallen within them.
A gentleman at Carnac informed me that the avenues might be traced on
the eastern side of the lake, but we could not find them. It is possible, nay
probable, that, in crossing and re-crossing the track, we may have walked
over denuded grounds upon which the Temple might have rested a thou-
sand years ago : but in so difficult a country nothing is more easy than to
spend days in unprofitable research. Time did not suffice to persist in the
pursuit, which I reluctantly abandoned, to be resumed at another opportu-
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nity, or by another adventurer who may be more fortunate. If the problem
can, by any means, be satisfactorily solved, I shall not regret that these hints
have led to its solution, although by another person. In the fraternity of
letters there should be no selfishness, and in the communication of know-
ledge no reserve. But whoever undertakes the task should, if possible, make
himself conversant with the Breton language, which will obviate many diffi-
culties and disappointments. For, " / do not understand Gaelic" is a com-
mon reply in the mouth of a Breton, as " / do not understand Saxon," in
that of a Welshman. In default of the Breton language the Welsh may be
found useful.
The conjecture respecting the continuation of the Temple to Locmari-
aker will apply to its extension in the western direction, beyond Erdeven,
to Belz. Belz and Locmariaker were evidently the most important places
in this district. The latter was, perhaps, the capital of the nation, certainly
the chief town of the district, the former the principal seat of its religion.
The Celtic tribes are known to have been devoted to the worship of the
god BEL; and the people of Britany were a considerable portion of the
Celtic family. They still call a priest, a " Belech," which may be the same
as the Balak of Scripture, and signify Bel-ak, i. e. " Bel the Dragon." Bel
and the Dragon are uniformly coupled together; and the priest of the
Ophite religion as uniformly assumed the name of his god. Thus the priest
or priestess of the Syrian Serpent god OUB was also called Oub,11 from which
is derived the African Obeah, man or woman, who invoked OBI : the
priestess of PYTHON is Pythia; the Druid says, in enumerating his titles,0
" I am a Druid ; I am an Architect; I am a Prophet; I am a Serpent."
The priest of the Egyptian Cneph was Icnuphis; and the examples may
be multiplied. Consistently with this universal custom of the Ophite reli-
gion, we have in Britany the priest of " Bel the Dragon," called Belech;
which name has been retained, among other reliques of Ophiolatreia, in the
Christianity of the country.
The chief oracle of Bel was in the parish of Belz above mentioned; which
n
 Leviticus, xx. 27. Deut. xviii. 11.
° Taliessin, translated by Davies. Myth, of the Druids, Appendix, 6.
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word seems to be an abbreviation from the Roman Belus; for it is as fre-
quently written Bels. It was in this parish that St. Cado landed when he
expelled the Serpents from the country; and here is a sacred spot which
tradition states to have been endowed by him with the power of working
miracles. It is a space of about three feet in length and two in width, and
covered in by four stones, two at the sides, one at the back, and one over the
top, leaving the remaining side open. Over this is built a chapel dedicated
to St. Cado.
This chapel is much frequented by the devout peasants of the Morbihan,
who, piously thrusting their heads into the above hole, as surely expect to
be cured of deafness as the most superstitious suppliant of Bel, by a similar
application of his ear to the sacred corner, may be supposed to have ex-
pected the oracular response—for upon this spot, probably, was the oracle
of BEL.
The guide, who conducted M. de Penhouet and myself from Landevan,
was an implicit believer in the miraculous properties of the hole/and (what
struck us as possibly a remnant of the old superstition) declared, upon put-
ting in his head, that he heard a sound. I made the same experiment, but
cannot say that I was similarly favoured.
Belz being the chief seat of the worship of the Dragon god in this part of
the country, it is not improbable that from this point the Temple may have
been designed to extend to Locmariaker, the capital town of the district.
But, beyond a beautiful Roche-aux-Fees and some scattered cromlechs, I did
not perceive any indications of a Dracontium. The opinion which I have
advanced respecting the probable continuation of the Temple from Erdeven
to Belz must be therefore considered as purely conjectural. There are some
arguments for, and some against; I leave them for the consideration of the
next visitant. Of one thing, however, I am assured :—that the Temple of
Carnac (whether eight miles in length, as we have traced it, or thirteen, as
I have imagined it by the above conjectures), was truly a Dracontium con-
secrated to the god BEL.
I do not maintain, with M. de Penhouet, that this is the very "Dragon of
the Hesperides," so celebrated in ancient Mythology, although conjectures
less plausible have been admitted; but I believe it to be, at least, as exten-
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she and wonderful as the two great Pythons of antiquity, that of Delphi;
and that of iEolia. If the " ponere totum" be the criterion, Abury might
have been more elegant and unique; but in grandeur and interest it must
yield to Carnac.
There are other similar parallelitha in the Morbihan on a much smaller
scale.. But as I have not explored these personally, I will not bring them
forward as illustrations. Neither will I argue that the avenues of Sphinxes,
which leads to the Temple of KARNAC in Egypt, was formed of a rude paral-
lelithon of rough stones, like those of Carnac in Britany, and afterwards
carved into the heads of these classical monsters; although even this
fact is not impossible ; for I am persuaded that all columnar avenues were
originally suggested by the parallelitha of the Dracontia, which so generally
covered the face of Greece, Asia Minor, and, in still more remote ages, per-
haps of Egypt itself.
The traditions of the Breton peasantry respecting the erection of their
Carnac are, as usual in such cases, of a marvellous kind. Some believe that
the stones which compose the Temple were a heathen army which pursued
St. Cornelius, the converted centurion, because he had renounced Paganism;
and, having hemmed him in between their swords and the sea, compelled
him to have recourse to his weapon of prayer. He appealed to it so suc-
cessfully, that they were all petrified in their ranks ! Others imagine that
certain supernatural dwarfs, desirous of evincing their strength, and of asto-
nishing the puny race of mortals among whom they lived, carried these
stones in their arms from the quarries, and raised them as they stand, in a
single night. The dwarfs who performed this celebrated feat are still sup-
posed to reside, each in the stone which he carried! Such are the opinions
of the peasants.
The philosophers are less superstitious, but more ardent for the glory of
their country. One of them accordingly maintains with much gravity, that
Julius Ccesar (for no meaner personage would be worthy of their arms)
being defeated by the Veneti, and flying to his ships, erected these columns
in military array to deceive the pursuing enemy; and under cover of the
stratagem made his escape. Another tells us, that the Veneti themselves
erected them, to intimidate the Romans, who were hovering on the coast
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with their fleet. These philosophers never dreamed that the whole popula-
tion of the Morbihan, with all the Roman army, would hardly have sufficed
to build such a temple in a dozen years !
More sensible persons believe the parallelitha to represent the Zodiac, of
which the ancient eleven signs are represented by the eleven rows.
But General de Penhouet alone, having seen Sir Richard Colt Hoare's
description of Abury, conceived the idea that the Temple of Carnac was a
Dracontium. He traced it in its material parts, and satisfied himself of the
truth of his conjecture: but he did not lay down the real figure by actual
measurement, which has never been done until now, except, I believe, by
M. Sauvagere, an officer of Engineers in the French army, whose plan, if he
made one, I have never seen. I have read his treatise, which is unpretend-
ing, and throws no new light upon the subject. I coincide with General de
Penhouet as to the figure of the Temple, but do not agree with him in
imagining that the aggregate of stones represented the Zodiac, and the
single stones the separate stars in the constellations. I believe the Temple
to be purely a Dracontium ; a sanctuary consecrated to the Ophite worship.
M. Mahe, the latest writer on the antiquities of the Morbihan, who is
certainly a man of great classical acquirements, seems to admit that the
Temple was druidical; but ridicules the notion of its being a Dracontium.
He argues that the builders were worshippers of stotws, and erected those of
Carnac, as they did many others, for the purposes of worship.
That the Temple of Carnac is a Serpent Temple is proved from its sinuosi-
ties, which are evidently designed, and not accidental. In many places the
ground is so level that it might have been easily carried on in a straight
line, had right lines only been required. But even in the levels, the devia-
tions are frequent; and in other places hills are ascended which not only
might have been avoided, but actually lie out of' the course.
The alternating sizes of the groups of stones is another argument in favour
of its being intended to represent a serpent as he moves along the ground :
the rising and falling of whose muscles are ingeniously described by the large
and small stones, which are generally uniform in given spaces. Thus, at
Kerzerho, the columns average fifteen feet, and, gradually diminishing to
four or three, again swell into the average of nine feet at the lakes. At
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Crukenho they are only about eight feet high, and gradually decrease until
they are lost. They are large at St. Barbe, diminish, vanish, and again
resume at the Old Mill their original average of fifteen feet. They decrease
again to four feet opposite La Plasquere, but at the plantation of Kergonant
they are sixteen feet and a half. Again disappearing, they again reappear
at Le Maenac, where they attain their greatest average height of seventeen
feet. From this point to Kermario they pass through all the gradations
even to three and two feet; but at Kermario average as at first fifteen feet.
The declension to the Mill of Vitriviant is gradual, and the increase in size
as gradually attained until at Kerlescant we once more recognize the giants
of Kermario, Le Maenac, and Kerzerho. From this point they diminish
until they seem to disappear in the walls and hedges beyond the farm ; and
are all but lost when their remembrance is recalled by the small scattered
stones in the grounds of the Chateau. In this opinion I am anticipated by
Mr. Logan, to whose account of Carnac, in the 22d volume of the Archaeo-
logia, I beg to refer. The width of the avenues varies much, and the num-
ber of the stones is so great, that we neither attempted to measure the one
nor count the other, except as they fell into the line of the survey. Mr.
Logan has, however, given the dimensions of the avenues near the Auray
roads, as follows. The first avenue measures 12 feet; the second, 24 feet;
the third, 18f feet ; the fourth, ]8£ feet ; the fifth, 30 feet; the sixth, 60
feet; the seventh, 36 feet; the eighth, 36 feet; the ninth, 30|;feet; and
the tenth, 36 feet. The total width of the avenues thus amounts to 30l£
feet. If to this we add the average breadth of the stones, which may be set
down at three feet, the whole width of the Temple at the Auray road will
be 33^ feet. Mr. Vicars's plan has taken the average width of the whole
Temple, which from Kerzerho to St. Barbe is 200 feet, and from Le Mae-
nac to the end 350.
The number of the stones has been variously estimated : but I think the
computation of M. Sauvagere, the engineer, who looked at them with a sol-
dier's eye, is likely to be the most correct. With his opinion, therefore, I
shall be satisfied. He estimates the number between Le Maenac and the
farm of Kerlescant to be four thousand. The distance is two miles and a
quarter. Upon the supposition that the stones were as uniformly disposed
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in the other parts of the Temple, the whole would amount to more than fen
thousand, two hundred! But, making every allowance for variations, we
may, I think, safely set them down as ten thousand.
In laying this paper before the Society of Antiquaries I do not pretend
to be the only Englishman who has written on Carnac. The Rev. J. Eden,
of Bristol, has visited the spot, and taken several faithful sketches of the
Temple. He has also written an account of his visit, which he presented to
a literary society in Bristol. Had-his account, or Mr. Logan's, assumed
the character of a survey, the present paper would have been unnecessary;
for, from the known talents of these gentlemen, I am persuaded that they
would have left nothing to be done by another.
Of the French treatises upon this subject, • there is but one worthy of
attention, that of M. de Penhouet, in his " Archeologie Armoricaine." But
even this is too short and too general.P Its ingenuity only makes us regret
its want of method. The sketches by Cambry, in his " Monumens Celtiques,"
give a fair bird's eye view of the effect of the stones of Le Maenac; but
beyond this are good for nothing. The perspective is ridiculous, and the
exaggerations unpardonable. But we cannot be angry with an author who,
writing professedly for "the glory of France" and in depreciation of Eng-
land, pays the following just compliment to our national taste: " Si le
monument de Carnac avoit existe pres de Londres, combien de foison l'eut
fait graver ! comme il eut ete cel^bre" par les poetes de l'Angleterre ! comme
on eut force" les nations a respecter ce temple me'tropolitain de la Celtique ! "
The Temple of Carnac is now surveyed, and its plan published by English-
men.
In the accompanying plan of the Dracontium of Carnac the classical
scholar will find many things to amuse, if not to instruct him. He will be
enabled to read with interest many passages in Grecian and Roman authors,
P Since writing the above, I have been favoured by M. de Penhouet with a copy of his Paper
on Ophiolatreia, lately read before the Academy of Nantes. He corroborates my opinion respect-
ing the Dracontium of Carnac, by fresh arguments on the adoration of the Serpent in Britany.
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from which he may have hitherto turned with a smile. He will discover
with Stukeley, Bryant, and Faber, that the Python of Delphi, and the Dra-
gon of Colchos, were not fabulous but real monsters, neither serpents nor
dragons, but serpent-temples and dracontia ; and, vast as they were, that
they probably fell short of the dimensions of " the Dragon of the Hespe-
rides," the Dracontium of Carnac. Even the iEolian Python, which Medea
passed in her flight from Attica to Colchis, as described by Ovid, Met. vii.357,
iEoliam Pitanem lseva de parte reliquit,
Factaque de saxo longi sirnulachra Draconis,
and which so beautifully harmonizes with Abury or Carnac, was probably
inferior in extent to the latter.
The fable of Cadmus "sowing serpent's teeth" will again become intelli-
gible, when the scholar has surveyed the parallelithaofa Dracontium, whose
pillars when arranged with care are literally in the order of teeth, single and
upright, and of equal altitudes and at equal distances in given points.
In the same catalogue may be classed the enormous dragons covering
acres of territory, mentioned by Iphicrates, Strabo, Maximus Tyrius, and
Poridonius ; and of which Bryant shrewdly remarks, that "they could have
been only ruins of Ophite Temples enigmatically represented to excite
admiration ;" being uniformly measured by land measures.
Another theory results from the discoveries of Stukeley. But as this has
never yet been advanced in print, I propose it with caution ; for, if wrong,
I am open to conviction. The theory is,i that the early Grecian architects
in constructing their columnar temples borrowed the idea from the Dracon-
tia, which at that time were scattered over their own and the neighbouring
countries. As illustrations of this theory we may bring forward the Temples
of the Sun at Palmyra and Geraza, which were both Dracontia, if by this
term is signified " avenues of the Sun." Their columns, which supported
nothing, appear to have been substituted for the ruder pillars of more
ancient temples. Those of Palmyra particularly illustrate the theory from
their sinuous course; while the Temple of Geraza is a counterpart of the
Dracontium of Callernish in the Island of Lewis.
q This theory was first suggested to me by my friend P. C. Delagarde, esq. of Exeter.
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It is extremely probable that the second step in templar architecture was
to carve and polish the columns already existing in a rude state ; and the
third step was to remove them altogether, and substitute others of a more
finished form. Hence the earliest buildings in Greece, after the Cyclopean,
were columnar, a taste which prevailed to the last days of her glory.
The Romans, who were always imitators of the Greeks, soon borrowed
the style ; and their most admired buildings were columnar with the inter-
vals filled up by masonry.
These notions may seem fanciful; but I am contented to adopt them
until an origin more satisfactory is offered for such buildings as the Temple
of Palingra, and others of the same columnar style.
The variety of figures observed in these temples does not weaken the
theory. For the Dracontium may be seen in as many varieties. It had its
avenues, both crooked and straight; its circular segments, its ovals, and
even its parallelograms. The avenues of Carnac, Abury, Shap, and Stanton
Drew, are sinuous : those of Merivale and Callenich straight. The central
areas of Abury and Stanton Drew are circular.- the head of the Abury ser-
pent was oval. The area of Le Maenac, in the Temple of Carnac, ap-
proaches to a segment of a circle, while the inclosure of Kerlescant is a
parallelogram with rounded corners. So that all the figures assumed by the
columnar Temples of Greece and Rome were anticipated by the sons of
Cadmus, who " sowed the Serpent's teeth.""
But the theory of DRACONTIA illustrates facts of far greater importance
than the fables of mythology, or the origin of a peculiar class of archi-
tecture. It holds up to the contemplation not only the power of the Evil
Principle from whom every species of idolatry and every kind of vice pro-
ceeded ; but the very form in which that power was first made effective ;
the very figure under which the Author of all Evil.betrayed and corrupted
the heart of man.
The existence of Dracontia proves the ancient prevalence of SERPENT
WORSHIP; and the prevalence of such an idolatry proves the Truth of the
HOLY SCRIPTURES.
The mystic Serpent entered into the Mythology of every Nation ; conse-
crated almost every temple ; symbolized almost every deity ; was imagined
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in the heavens, stamped upon the earth, and ruled in the realms of ever-
lasting sorrow. His subtlety raised him into an emblem of wisdom ; he was
therefore pictured upon the aegis of Minerva, and crowned her helmet.
The knowledge of futurity which he displayed in Paradise exalted him into
a symbol of vaticination ; he was therefore oracular and reigned at Delphi.
The " opening of the eyes" of our deluded first parents obtained him an
altar in the temple of the god of healing ; he is therefore the constant com-
panion of ^Esculapius. In the distribution of his qualities the genius of
Mythology did not even gloss over his malignant attributes. The fascina-
tion by which he intoxicated the souls of the first sinners, depriving them
at once of purity and immortality, of the image of God and of the life of
angels, was symbolically remembered and fatally celebrated in the orgies
of Bacchus, where serpents crowned the heads of the Bacchantes, and the
" Poculum Boni Daemonis" circulated under the auspices of the Ophite
Hierogram chased upon its rim.r But the most remarkable remembrance
of the power of the paradisiacal serpent is displayed in the position which
he retains in Tartarus. A cunodracontic Cerberus guards the gates ; serpents
are coiled upon the chariot wheels of Proserpine ; serpents pave the abyss
of torment; and even serpents constitute the caduceus of Mercury, the
talisman which he holds when he conveys the soul to Tartarus. The image
of the serpent is stamped upon every mythological fable which is connected
with the realms of Pluto.
This universal concurrence of traditions proves a common source of deri-
vation ; and the oldest record of the legend must be that upon which they
are all founded. The most ancient record of the history of the Serpent-
tempter is in the Book of Genesis : in the Book of Genesis therefore is the
FACT from which almost every superstition connected with the mytholo-
gical Serpent is derived.
It is unnecessary to the subject of this communication to enter more mi-
nutely into the causes of the idolatry of which the Temple of Carnac is so
remarkable an illustration.5 I will therefore only observe, in conclusion,
r See engraving in Archaeologia, vol. VII.
s I beg to refer the reader for further information, to my Treatise on " The Worship of the
Serpent," in which I have entered at considerable length into the subject, here necessarily com-
pressed into a mere allusion.
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that the tradition of the Serpent is a chain of many links, which, descending
from Paradise, reaches, in the energetic language of Homer,
To<r<rov evegtf aiSeco, o<rov oupavos £?' OLWO ya l r j f
but conducts us on the other hand upwards to the Promise, that " The seed
of the Woman shall bruise the Serpent's head."
If the observations which have been now made should succeed in engag-
ing the interest of any learned members of the Society in the prosecution
of a branch of the study of Antiquities upon which so little is known ; and
especially if they should lead to a more intimate acquaintance with the
Druidical treasures which are so profusely scattered over the province of
Britany, and thus ultimately tend to the lifting up of the veil which hangs
so heavily over the primitive religion of our country ; I shall consider
myself fortunate in having acted the humble, but I trust not unuseful, part
of a pioneer through the wilds of the Morbihan.
I cannot but hope that the day is not far distant when, by a cordial coope-
ration with the Antiquaries of Britany, our Society may be enabled to clear
away the mist which envelopes the early history of the Celtic religion ; for
I am persuaded that the more intimate is our knowledge of the esoteric mys-
teries of that powerful superstition, the more cause shall we have for
" holding fast the profession of our own faith ;" for with all its corruptions
it approached nearer to the Truth than any other idolatrous worship; and
exhibits "as in a glass darkly" almost every important feature of the first
religion of man. I cannot imagine a more interesting, a more pleasing, and
I may add a more beneficial research.
I remain, my dear Sir,
with great respect,
your obliged servant,
JOHN BATHURST DEANE.
HENRY ELLIS , Esq. Secretary,
&c. &c. &c.
